Safety Signs Course

A very brief course
to understand safety signage.

© Safety 4 HEd 2018. You may reproduce this material but not modify it in any way.
Materials provided by Safety 4 HEd — contact us via website at www.safety4hed.co.uk.

What this session is for.

This session is intended to give a basic introduction to Safety Signs, their meanings and how to
interpret them.

Some people will also want to be able to design their own signs and this course will explain how to
approach creating safety signs that can be understood by other people.

This course only applies to Safety Signs — there are many other types of signs that are not required
to follow these rules — and often have other specific rules of their own!

Other Kinds of Signs

Road signs — governed by the Highways Acts — look at your Highway code for examples.
Instructions — as seen on any company noticeboard.

Information Signs — such as at bus stops, in museums and shops etc...

Guidance / Direction Signs — on the roadside and in buildings — telling you where to go.
Temporary signs — to provide information for diversions or when something is broken down.
Packaging and labelling logos — to tell you what the substance is or how to use it.

Chemical hazard signs (for example on tankers) to indicate the nature of the hazard

What are safety signs?

A Safety Sign is to provide information or instruction by means of a combination of shape, colour,
symbol or pictogram, all made visible and placed in clear view, and they may be accompanied by
sound or other signals.

They are defined in a set of regulations so that they are the same across the whole of Europe. The
system is so good that many other parts of the world have also chosen to adopt it.
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What do the shapes mean?

The Safety Signs Regulations specify basic shapes to be used for signs. These are sometimes
included as pictograms within a larger sign but in the main they form the general shape of the sign.
The shapes have the following meanings.

Round Circle — mandatory to do
Crossed out — mandatory NOT to do
Triangular Warning

Oblong Information
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What do the colours mean?

The Safety Signs Regulations specify four basic colours (plus black and white) to provide
information about the circumstances. These are completely standardised and no other colours
should be used.

Red Danger — Prohibition
or  Fire — Emergency — Equipment location
Yellow Warning — Caution — Take precautions
Green Safe — Escape — Exit — Equipment location
Blue Mandatory — Things to do — Protective equipment to be used

Working together

See how the colour AND the shape work together to give the same message.

There is no room for error, the meaning of the colour and the shape work together to reinforce the
message of the sign.
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What do the pictograms mean?

Pictograms are added to make it easier to identify the issue without the need for lengthy
explanations. These are mainly standardised by the regulations however anything not covered can
have a new pictogram invented provided it is clear and easy to interpret. The pictograms are in
black on a yellow or white background. However, they are normally in white on a blue, red or green
background. This is done to give greater contrast and make the pictograme show up more.

Below are the pictograms for loads overhead and drinking water.

—

Think how these could be used. For example:
“loads overhead” as a warning;
“drinking water” as an information sign and;
“not drinking water” as an instruction.

How big should signs be?

All signs are required to be sufficiently large to be seen readily from where the information is
needed. For example a fire exit sign may need to be large to be seen from the opposite side of a hall.

Signs must be in the line of sight. Sometimes you may also need to provide light (such as in a dark
space or if the signs need to be seen when the power fails).

This is normally eye level for signs where people can get close, and top of door height for signs
intended to be seen from a long way away.
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Which of these is easier to see?
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About Safety 4 HEd LLP

Safety 4 HEd Limited Liability Partnership was established in 2010
to provide specialist health and safety advice to the Higher Education
(University) sector, including research companies etc. Since then it
has expanded the operations undertaken to include many other
sectors, and added training and expert witness services to the more
conventional consultancy work.

Although based just outside Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Safety 4 HEd
operates nationally and has undertaken work for small companies,
technical start-ups and charities, through to Blue Chip, Multinational
companies and universities with international reach.

About the Author.

Vincent Theobald-Vega has nearly three decades as a
health and safety professional and also took on the

University safety, he undertook many fire risk
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assessments for high hazard locations and assisted in the
redesign of buildings to cope with increased occupancy.

Awards2017

Lawyer Monthly Expert Witness Awards 2017
Health and Safety Expert Witness Award 2016

Award of excellence for services to the health and safety industry 2015.

Vincent's accreditations include the following:

FIIRSM Fellow of the International Institute of Risk and Safety Management.
FRSPH Fellow of the Royal Society of Public Health.

CMIOSH Chartered Member of the Institution of Occupational Safety and Health.
MISTR Member of the Institute for Safety in Technology and Research.

EurOSHM  European Network of Safety and Health Professional Organisations.
Member of the Health and Safety Lawyers Association.
Associate Member of the Institute of Ergonomics and Human Factors.
OHSCR Listed on the Occupational Health and Safety Contractors Register.

If you want to know more visit the website at www.safety4hed.co.uk.
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